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The Heart of Hong Kong’s Business District

The Central Business District serves many of the most dynamic companies on the planet. Students from Munshang
College called on Hongkong Land as part of the Chamber’s Business-Schools Partnership Programme recently to
find out what makes the heart of this business hub tick. By Eric Chan
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well maintained work envi-
ronment is crucial for nur-
turing creativity and increas-
ing efficiency of workers,” said Tommy Au,
Human Resources Manager of Hongkong
Land, which made me realize why, when
growing up, my mother would yell from
one end of the apartment to the other,
nagging me to clean my room.

Some 30 fourth and fifth form students
from Munsang College were invited for a
company visit at Hongkong Land on Feb-
ruary 1, as part of the Business-Schools
Partnership Programme, organized by the
Chamber, where they gained new perspec-
tives on the workplace place environment.

Hongkong Land is one of Asia’s lead-
ing property investment, management
and development groups. This is the
eighth consecutive year that the corpo-
ration has participated in the Business-
Schools Partnership Programme to give
Hong Kong students an insight into the
property development sector.

Tommy initiated the visit with a short
introduction of the company followed by
a tour around LANDMARK, where stu-
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dents learned about the complex’s shop
arrangements and the importance of
customer service in particular. In addi-
tion to organization skills, Tommy also
encouraged students to develop their
time management skills.

“Time is finite, it is crucial to manage
time wisely and get the max out of each
day;” he said.

“Apart from all the decorative retail
stores in the complex, I admire Hong-

kong Land’s green initiatives,” said stu-
dent Billy Ching. “The utilization of
unused surface areas of buildings to
cultivate oxygen generating plants adds
additional color and life to the high
pressure city.”

The visit was the first of two activi-
ties planned to give students first-hand
experience of life in the corporate world
and how Hong Kong has developed as
an international city. &




Hongkong Land
oooo

Hongkong Land is one of Asia’s leading property investment,
management and development groups with premium
commercial and residential property interests across the
region. The Group owns and manages some 450,000 sq. m.
(five million sq. ft) of commercial space in Hong Kong that
defines the heart of the Central Business District, while in
Singapore it has been instrumental in the creation of the
city-state’s new Central Business District at Marina Bay. The
Group develops premium residential properties in a number
of cities in the region, principally in China and Singapore
where its subsidiary, MCL Land, is a significant developer.
Hongkong Land Holdings Limited is incorporated in
Bermuda. It has a premium listing on the London Stock
Exchange, and secondary listings in Bermuda and Singapore.
It is a member of the Jardine Matheson Group.
goooooOoOoooOooobOooOooOOooooOoooooon
goooooOoOoooOooobOooOooOOooooOoooooon
00000450000Goo0000)yoDooooooooon
goooooOoOoooOooobOooOooOOooooOoooooon
goooooOoOoooOooobOooOooOOooooOoooooon
gooooooooooooooMCcLOOOOOOOOOOO
goooooOoOoooOooobOooOooOOooooOoooooon
goooooOoOoooOooobOooOooOOooooOoooooon
oooooooo

HRERNRNRERERERN

gobooooboooooobooooooOoOOoOoOoOOoOoOoOoOoOobOOOoOobOOOOoDoOO
gobooooboooooooooooooooooooooooooo oono

Munsang College
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Munsang College is a co-educational
school founded in 1926. The
school’s mission is to offer
students a holistic education and
to nurture a positive outlook on
life. Apart from the academic
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development of students inside the
classroom, the school also
promotes additional learning
experiences through community
service, cultural and local
exchanges with student

associations. This marks the third
year that the school has
participated in the Business-
Schools Partnership Programme.
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No Fast Track to Success

Hong Kong students participating in the Chamber’s Business-School Partnership Programme learn that hard work,
responding quickly to customers’ needs, and having a passion for what you do can put them on the road to success,

writes Eric Chan

(( ow many of you have
shopped at or live close
to our shopping centres?”

George Hongchoy, CEO of The Link Man-

agement Limited, asked 40 fourth form
students from True Light Girls’ School.

About two-thirds of the stu-

s’ dents raised their hands,

which reinforced the point that George
was trying to make: “This shows that the
Link is so much a part of the community
in Hong Kong. We are not in Causeway
Bay, or Tsimshatsui, but we are in a lot
of different districts where people live.”
Getting students to think about that
can help them to understand the Link’s

business model, its mission and values,
and hopefully that will put some ideas in
their mind about what it can do.

The students visited The Link Man-
agement Limited on February 21, as
part of the Business-Schools Partnership
Programme, organized by the Chamber.
The Link was the first real estate invest-
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Wong Wing Yin:
“Corporate govern-
ance was a term found
in our textbook. It
used to be vague

and confusing, but
after Mr Hongchoy
explained it, the term
was more apparent as
he used realistic and
concrete examples.”
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Cheung Wing Yan:
“The pressure from
work in the future
worries me the most
as making mistakes

as a child is different
from making mistakes
as an adult. I worry
that I will lose con-
fidence in my ability
if I get criticized too
much by my supervi-
sors.”
dbdooooooo
oboooooooooo
gbooooooooon
goooooooooo
goooooooooo
goooooood

62 APRIL 2013 TheBulletin 00 00O

Three students from True Light Girls’ College share their
impressions of the Business-Schools Partnership Programme.
000000000000000000000000000

Ma Yuk Yi:

“The most valuable
thing that I learned
today was handling
difficult issues. As Mr
Hongchoy demon-
strated, the ability to
solve issues in a timely
fashion is crucial. As
students, we should
also develop that type
of skill as well.”
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True Light Girls’ College
goooo

True Light Girls’ College is an all girls’
Christian secondary school. In pursuance of
the Christian spirit of benevolence, the
school aims to provide quality education for
girls, laying equal emphasis on the moral,
intellectual, physical, social, aesthetic and
spiritual aspects of whole-person
development so that the students can
develop their full potential. Apart from
learning in school, the school also helps
students gain other learning experiences
outside of classrooms, offering a great variety
clubs and interest groups ranging from
religious, academic, recreational, social
services and uniform groups.
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ment trust listed in Hong Kong and is
currently the largest in Asia in terms of
market capitalization. This is the second
year that the corporation has partici-
pated in the Business-School Partnership
Programme to give Hong Kong students
an insight of the property management,
as well as a more realistic approach of
understanding business.

George provided students with a brief
introduction of the company along with
detailed explanations of the challenges
the business is currently facing. He
emphasized that students should never
be in a rush to succeed. “It is like uni-
versity, certain prerequisites are required
before you enroll in a specialized degree.
Likewise, no one should expect that in
two years after working at a company
that they should be CEO.”

He urged students to keep striving for
knowledge and acquire as much experi-
ence that they can, which will help them
in life in the future.

“Some people say hard work is a given
for success, but not a lot understand
what it is to work hard on,” he told the
students. “There is no fast track to suc-

cess, as oftentimes life is filled with chal-
lenges and obstacles. Only those who
are well prepared, well equipped and
diligent enough will be able to deal with
hardships off the bat”

After learning more about the com-
pany from Fred Wong, General Man-
ager, Human Resources of The Link
Management Limited, students were
given a guided tour around the office’s
various departments and sat in a cor-
porate communications department’s
meeting to witness lively debate about
PR strategies for the first time.

“As I am a cheerful and active person,
I feel that I can bring energy and sin-
cerity to others. With that being said, I
think I am suited for public relations or
marketing and sales positions,” said stu-
dent Yeung Ka Yi.

Student Amber Ma said she found
the concept of ‘mystery shopper’ as a
way to check the quality level of service
in shops very interesting.

“I think the mystery shopper idea is
a very innovative way of ensuring serv-
ice quality. In a mix of businesses in a
shopping complex, it increases retention

The Link
oo

The Link is Hong Kong’s first and
largest real estate investment
trust. It manages 182 portfolios
consisting of properties with an
internal floor area of
approximately 11 million square

feet of retail space and
approximately 80,000 car park
spaces, all located on the
doorstep of nearly 40% of Hong
Kong’s population.
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rates, and ultimately provides conven-
ience and better service to the commu-
nity;” she said.

The visit was the first of three activi-
ties planned to give students a better
understanding of the industry, particu-
larly the business aspects of property
management. ¥&
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Established in 2001, the Business-Schools Partnership Programme 0OOO0O0O0O0002001000000000000000000
provides a platform for students, teachers and businesses to 00000000000000000000000000000
communicate and exchange ideas with each other, and more 0000000000000 0000000DO0O0DoOoooo
importantly give students direct experience of the commercial 0000000000000 D00000000D000O00O00g
world. Activities such as company visits, leadership talks, 0000000000000 D000000O0O00OO0OooOQg
interview workshops and internships are organized to enhance 000D00000000000000000OEricChan000O0O
the students’ knowledge, business exposure and relevant job 0 0 0 2823-12390 O O O O eric@chamber.org.hk

skills. Companies interested in joining the programme should

contact the Chamber’s Eric Chan at 2823-1239 or email

eric@chamber.org.hk
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